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THE UPTOWN NIGHTS ROUNDTABLE

SOUL MUSIC NOW
 

A Uptown Nights Dig Deeper Initiative 
Tuesday, February 3 • 7:30 pm
The Harlem Stage Gatehouse

MODERATOR
 Jalylah Burrell  @jalylah

PANELISTS
 Abby Dobson  @abbydobsonsings 
 Donte Gibson  @itsdonte
 Cali Green @caligreen
 Jason King  @jasonkingsays
 Andre Torres  @gotbeats

      
 @MyHarlemStage  MyHarlemStage
 HarlemStage  MyHarlemStage

#SoulMusicNOW #UPTWNS

HARLEM STAGE GATEHOUSE
150 Convent Avenue at West 135 Street    

New York, NY 10031  
P: 212.281.9240 ext. 19   
www.harlemstage.org



ABOUT HARLEM STAGE

For 30 years, Harlem Stage’s unique focus has been to identify 
visionary artists of color and support them by commissioning, 
presenting - and increasingly in recent years - producing their 
vital work that responds to the social and political conditions  
that shape our lives.  

Recipient of the 2014 William Dawson Award for Programmatic 
Excellence and Sustained Achievement in Programming 
(Association of Performing Arts Presenters),Harlem Stage has 
a long-standing tradition of supporting such artists -- around 
the corner and across the globe -- including legends such  
as Harry Belafonte, Max Roach, Sekou Sundiata, Abbey 
Lincoln, Sonia Sanchez, Eddie Palmieri and Tito Puente, as 
well as contemporary artists like Bill T. Jones, Vijay Iyer, Mike 
Ladd, Tania León, Carl Hancock Rux, Nora Chipaumire, and 
Jason Moran.  

The New York Times has saluted Harlem Stage as “an 
invaluable incubator of talent” and we have been hailed as an 
organization still unafraid to take risks. Our investment in this 
visionary talent is often awarded in the early stages of many 
artists’ careers and we proudly celebrate their increasing 
success, most recently illustrated by members of our artist 
family joining the ranks as MacArthur “Genius” Fellowship 
awardees: Kyle Abraham (2013), Vijay Iyer (2013), and Jason 
Moran (2010). In 2012 we commissioned and presented one 
of the first the MacArthur awardees, Cecil Taylor, in a two 
night celebration of his genius. We are particularly proud to 
have commissioned and premiered new works by these bold 
visionaries at Harlem Stage.  

In 2006, Harlem Stage opened The Gatehouse, completing 
a $26 million campaign anchored by the restoration of the 
historic West 135th Street Gatehouse into a state-of-the-art, 
flexible performance, rehearsal, and support space. The 
Gatehouse is a New York City landmark built in 1890 as the 
pivotal facility within the Croton Aqueduct system for the 
distribution of clean water to New York City. Harlem Stage has 
restored the significance of this structure by creating a space 
where ideas and culture will now flow from Harlem to the entire 
city. This event marked the beginning of a new era in the 
history of the institution. The architecture and design renovation 
of the Gatehouse has been recognized with The New York 
Landmarks Conservancy’s highest honor for outstanding 
preservation, the Lucy G. Moses Preservation Award, and the 
New York State American Institute of Architects Design Citation 
for adaptive reuse.

MODERATOR

Jalylah Burrell 
Scholar of Black Popular Culture

Educator and multigenre storyteller, Jalylah Burrell is a music 
journalist, oral historian, deejay, audio editor and digital content 
producer. A scholar of Black popular culture, her research 
interests include African American women’s literature and 
history, contemporary African diasporic literature, Black music, 
Black film and television history and Black aesthetic and critical 
practices. She is currently at work on the manuscript, Capacity 
for Laughter: Toward a Black Feminist Theory of Humor, and is 
completing her PhD at Yale University. A Seattle-native, she has 
made her home in Harlem for half a dozen years.

PANELISTS

Abby Dobson 
Sonic Conceptual Artist

Abby Dobson’s sound is the alchemy of R&B/Soul, jazz, classic 
pop and folk, forging a gem that erases musical boundaries 
in its making. Abby has performed at well-known venues such 
as S.O.B’s, The Knitting Factory, The Cutting Room, Joe’s Pub, 
The Kennedy Center Millennium Stage, The Apollo Theater 
and and the legendary Blue Note - all to rave reviews.  Abby 
won BlackPlanet.com’s Soul Beach Music Festival’s First 
Annual Competition and was featured in GIANT Magazine’s 
September 2009 issue as an artist to watch. She was featured 
three times as a singer/songwriter at the New York Songwriter’s 
Circle and was a finalist in the R&B category of the John 
Lennon Song Writing Competition for her song “Deeply,” which 
has been featured on television shows “The Shield,” “Jack 
& Jill” and “Any Day Now.” Abby won a BMI Atlanta Urban 
Music Showcase, and lent backing vocals to artists ranging 
from John Legend to Talib Kweli. Accompanied by her band or 
acoustic ensemble, Abby has opened concerts for Rahsaan 
Patterson, Ledisi, Dwele, Chrisette Michele, Floetry, Kindred, 
N’Dambi and Leela James. Abby also performs with Burnt 
Sugar: The Arkestra Chamber, a 20-plus member ensemble 
known for improvisatory orchestral performances that combine 
all manner of vocal, instrumental and electronic music, led by 
founder and conductor Greg Tate.

A recording artist and culture producer, Abby released her 
debut CD, “Sleeping Beauty: You Are the One You Have 
Been Waiting On” in 2010 on her independent record label, 
LadyBraveBirdMusic, to glowing reviews, which led to a slot  
on the inaugural Blue Note Jazz Festival in June 2011 where 
Abby appeared with Gregory Porter. Abby is featured on Talib 
Kweli’s recent album, “Prisoner of Conscious”, released in  
May 2013, on “Before He Walked” alongside Kweli and Nelly. 
Abby Dobson appeared on The Tonight (Jay Leno) Show 
alongside Talib Kweli and Nelly in July 2013. Abby is currently 
featured on Talib Kweli’s latest album, “Gravitas”, on “State of 
Grace”, which was nominated for 2014 BET Hip Hop Award 
for Best Impact Song. Abby Dobson is currently working on a 
new vocal project and hopes to move you through the power 
of music.



Donte Gibson 
Senior Editor, SoulBounce

Donte Gibson is a music lover, writer and the senior editor 
of music and culture website SoulBounce. Outside of 
SoulBounce, his work has appeared in print and online entities 
such as QBR, Inc. Magazine, Okayplayer.com, Black Web 
2.0 and Politic 365 and he has also been featured in VIBE 
Magazine. www.soulbounce.com

Cali Green 
Managing Editor, Okayplayer

Cali Green works as Managing Editor and Director of Social 
Media and Digital Marketing for Okayplayer. Her efforts with 
the brand include feature interviews and profiles, as well as 
helping to produce and co-host “The Meetup With Muhsinah,” 
Okayplayer’s monthly Google Hangout event highlighting 
emerging and veteran female music producers. Her resume 
also includes work in publicity, artist management, and event 
production for clients including New York University, comedian 
Hannibal Buress, DJ/producer/educator Raydar Ellis, and R&B/
Jazz ensemble Soul Understated ft. Mavis Swan Poole.   
www.okayplayer.com

Jason King 
Associate Professor,  
NYU’s Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music

Jason King is a journalist, musician, DJ, producer, and 
Associate Professor at New York University, where he helped 
found The Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music, an 
innovative leadership training program for aspiring music 
entrepreneurs at Tisch School of the Arts. He served as the 
program’s first Associate Chair and Artistic Director and  
he is currently the Institute’s Director of Writing, History & 
Emergent Media Studies. He is the principle performer, 
producer and songwriter behind dance music ‘superband’ 
Company Freak (www.companyfreak.com): his band’s 
debut EP, Le Disco Social, was voted by Rhapsody as one 
of the 25 Best Pop Albums of 2014. As Creative Director of 
entertainment  company Superlatude, Jason regularly consults 
for record labels, branding and marketing firms, and music 
technology start-ups; he has served as a branding expert 
in legal cases for artists like Jay-Z, Kanye West, Madonna, 
and Lady Gaga. Jason is the author of The Michael Jackson 
Treasures, a 2009 Barnes and Noble exclusive biography 
on the King of Pop, which has been translated in more than 
7 languages. He has two forthcoming books: Blue Magic, 
on the role of metaphysics and energy in the music of artists 
like Timbaland, forthcoming from Duke University Press, and 
a biography on Freddie Mercury for Penguin Books. Jason 
appears in many music documentaries, including Spike Lee’s 
Michael Jackson documentary Bad 25. Jason has contributed 
to publications like Vibe, Village Voice, Slate, Spin, and 
Billboard and is the host and curator of NPR’s 24 hrs a day,  
7 days a week R&B radio stream.

Andre Torres 
Cofounder and The Editor-In-Chief, Wax Poetics

Andre Torres is a cofounder and the editor-in-chief of 
Wax Poetics. He has led the company for thirteen years, 
spearheading creative and brand relationships. He holds a 
fine arts degree in painting, with an eye for both design and 
content. Additionally, he has served as Music Director for chef 
Marcus Samuelsson’s Harlem bistro Red Rooster and sister 
music venue Ginny’s Supper Club, as well as Panel Director for 
the 2013 CMJ Music Conference. He lives in Brooklyn with his 
wife and three sons. www.waxpoetics.com

THANK YOU AND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
Thank you to each of our extraordinary panelists for their 
contributions to tonight’s discussion and their tireless work in 
the field. Your work and advocacy for this music is invaluable. 
Special thanks to our moderator Jalylah Burrell for laying the 
foundation for this discourse and planting musical seeds 
through the “soul music saves” Uptown Nights Mixtape and 
Soul Music Now playlist on the Harlem Stage Spotify Page.

Additional thanks to our incredible promotional partners:  
Wax Poetics, Okayplayer and SoulBounce.

This program is supported, in part, by public funds from the  
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership  
with the City Council.”

HARLEM STAGE ARTIST CIRCLE

We are honored to have these celebrated artists lend their 
name and support to Harlem Stage :

Kyle Abraham
Ayad Akhtar
Chuck Cooper
Hugh Dancy
Claire Danes
Ruby Dee*
LaChanze
Fab 5 Freddy
Craig Harris
Nona Hendryx
Dulé Hill
Warrington Hudlin
Ruben Santiago-Hudson
Vijay Iyer
José James
Judith Jamison
Erik Jensen
Bill T. Jones
Tania León
Jesse L. Martin

S. Epatha Merkerson
Emeline Michel
Alicia Hall Moran
Jason Moran
Manu Narayan
Estelle Parsons
Wendell Pierce
Gloria Reuben
Carl Hancock Rux
Roger Guenveur Smith
Stew
Dominic Taylor
John Douglas Thompson
Tracie Thoms
Carrie Mae Weems
Lawrence Weschler
Randy Weston
Jeffrey Wright

* Deceased

 



When the Moon Turns Green:  
The Myth and Music of Billie Holiday 

Tuesday, April 28, 7:30pm, Free with RSVP

Celebrating Billie’s 100th Birthday 
Billie Holiday & Edith Piaf “Parallel Lives” 

Curated by Nona Hendryx 
Thursday & Friday, April 30 & May 1, 7:30pm, $35

Uptown Nights Roundtable: Jazz NOW  
Thursday & Friday, May 4, 7:30pm, Free with RSVP

Supreme Sonacy: Brandee Younger 
& Raymond Angry  

Tuesday, May 5, 7:30pm, $10

Marcus Strickland’s “Twi-life”  
Wednesday, May 6, 7:30pm, $10

José James—Yesterday I Had the Blues:  
The Music of Billie Holiday 

Thursday & Friday, May 7 & 8, 7:30pm, $10 & $35

James Baldwin and Rethinking the Path Ahead 
A Discussion with Khalil Gibran Muhammad  

and Fredrick Harris 
Wednesday, May 13, 7:30pm, Free with RSVP

World Premiere—Stew: Notes of a Native Song 
A new work commissioned and produced  

by Harlem Stage 
Wednesday-Friday, June 3-5, 7:30pm, $55 

Saturday & Sunday, June 6 & 7, 2pm & 7:30pm, $55

Kyle Abraham’s Counterculture 
Saturday, June 20, 7:30pm, $20

A special offer for you— 
Buy any 3 performances and save 25%.  

Use code GH3425.  

Sign-up for our mailing list: bit.ly/SignUpTodayHS  
and visit our website, HarlemStage.org for updates on the 

Spring 2015 season and additional special ticket discounts.

SPRING 2015 SEASON
 

YOU’RE INVITED, SAVE THE DATES

In honor of James Baldwin’s 90th &  
Billie Holiday’s 100th Birthdays 

The Ambrose Akinmusire Quintet  
Thursday, February 5, 7:30pm, Free with RSVP

Aruán Ortiz: Inside a Rhythmic Falls 
Thursday, February 12, 7:30pm, Free with RSVP

World Premiere—Stranger on Earth 
A new work by Carl Hancock Rux,  

Commissioned and produced by Harlem Stage  
Thursday & Friday, February 19 & 20, 7:30pm, $45

Uptown Nights Listening Session with KING  
Wednesday, February 25, 7:30pm, $10 
or Free with purchase of concert ticket

Uptown Nights Concert—KING  
Friday, February 27, 7:30pm, $25

Behind the Curtain with Stew 
Learn about the creation of “Notes of a Native Song” 

in a discussion with Stew 
Wednesday, March 11, 7:30pm, $10

Cyro Baptista—Banquet of the Spirits Trio 
Wednesday, March 25, , 7:30pm, Free with RSVP

Uptown Nights Concert—BILAL  
Friday, March 27, 7:30pm, $25

E-Moves 16 
Celebrating James Baldwin and Billie Holiday 

Fridays, April 10 & 17, 7:30pm, $20 
Saturday, April 11, 7:30pm, $20 

The Takeover 
Saturday, April 18, 7:30pm, $20



Michael A. Kenny* 
Daniel J. Osheyack*
Ronald Simons*
Tamara Tunie*
Michael A. Young*
Robert and Elisabeth Wilmers
American Airlines
Columbia University in the City of New York
William and Mary Greve Foundation
Kess Agency
Samuel and May Rudin Family Foundation, Inc.
SESAC, Inc.
The Seth Sprague Educational and Charitable Foundation
The Jane and Tad Shepard Family Foundation
The Shubert Foundation, Inc.

$5,000-$9,999
Tracy “Binta” Austin
June H. and Frank Barsalona
The BondFactor Company
Caroline Cronson
Dulé Hill
Marsha and Jay Seeman
Jerry Speyer
BET
Joseph & Joan Cullman Foundation for the Arts
Deborah and Ronald Eisenberg Family Foundation
Mitzi and Warren Eisenberg Family Foundation
Aaron and Betty Gilman Family Foundation
Hyde and Watson Foundation
Morgan Stanley 
National Performance Network 
The Reed Foundation, Inc.
The Wallace Foundation
WABC 

$1,000-$4,999
Ronald K. Alexander
Alliance Bernstein LP
Rose Marie and Burnside Anderson III
Frieda Arth
Dorothy Bandier
Laurie Beckelman
Blackstone Group
Angela and Fred Blackwell 
Patricia Blanchet 
Valerie Brown
Rev. Calvin O. Butts III and Mrs. P. Butts
Frances S. Campbell
Capezio/ Ballet Makers Dance Foundation
Kathleen and Henry Chalfant
Kinshasha Holman Conwill
Patricia Cruz*
Milly Hawk Daniel
Joel Dreyfuss
Emma Dunch
Rebecca and Martin Eisenberg
Dan Epstein
Susan and Leonard Feinstein Foundation
Frayda and Ronald Feldman
Neil Fox and Ellen Rudley
Frankfurt Kurnit Klein & Selz, P.C. 
Eleanor Friedman
Jane Furse
Jon H. Gilman and Brad Learmonth
Ira and Carole Hall
Harlem Chamber of Commerce
Deborah Giselle Hope
Massimo Iacoboni
Kathy and Mitchell Jacobson

THE HARLEM STAGE FAMILY OF SUPPORT

Harlem Stage deeply appreciates the many individuals and 
institutions that provide their generous support, making our 
programs possible. 

ENDOWMENT 
Leonard and Sophie Davis Estate 
The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 

$100,000+  
American Airlines
Assemblyman Keith Wright
The Ford Foundation
Lambent Foundation
New York Community Trust
SHS Foundation
Reginald Van Lee Foundation
Time Warner
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs 
Mayor Bill de Blasio and Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl 
New York State Council on the Arts
Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone Development 
Corporation

$50,000- $99,999
Agnes Gund
A.C. Hudgins*
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts 
  
$25,000- $49,999
Roland Augustine and Lawrence Luhring
Simon and Stefany Bergson   
Connie and Jack Tilton*
Ed Bradley Family Foundation
The Fridolin Charitable Trust
Fund for the City of New York
Jerome Foundation
Manhattan Beer Distributors
The MAP Fund, a program of Creative Capital
Mertz Gilmore Foundation
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer
MetLife Foundation

$15,000- $24,999 
Valentino D. Carlotti
New York City Council Member Inez Dickens
Lonti Ebers and Bruce Flatt 
Former City Councilman Robert Jackson
Willy Holtzman* and Sylvia Shepard 
Oscar Murrillo
Monica and David Zwirner
Consolidated Edison
HBO 
Bloomberg LP
Bob & Eileen Gilman Family Foundation
The Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels Foundation
Steward Family Foundation
West Harlem Development Corporation

$10,000-$14,999 
JoAnn K. Chase 
Mary Sharp Cronson
Trevor Gale*
Maxine Griffith
Leon Henderson, Jr.*
Karen* and Danny Lerner
Jenette Kahn* and Al Williams



Nicole Byrd
Anne B. Cammack
Millicent Cotto
Alice Dear
Vijay Dharmapuri
James Frazier
Barbara and Paul Freiberg
Kyra Gaunt, Ph.D.
Edward I. Geffner
Dulce Gomez
Margaret and Henry Grimes
Tracie Hall
Lois Harrigan
Jackie Harris
John Howell
Cheryl Ikemiya
Miriam Mass Jackson
James King
Harold Kooden and John Hunter
John Thompson and Joshua Leach
Stephen Lehman
Lillie Levy
Valborg Fletre and Timothy C. Linn
Leslie Lowery
Deborah Makonnen
Nancy Martinek
Marleine Marcelin
Kevin McCormack
Curt McDowall
Yvonne Benn McElderry
Jennifer McGregor
Samuel Miller
China Moses
Ozier Muhammad
Jeanne Nedd
Marie Neloms
Marva Nelson
Lucille Price
Yvette Quaye
Samina Quraishi
Joseph Risico
Verna Robertson
Carolyn Rose
Susan Rotgard
Susan Rubin
George Saddler
Claudel Seide
Natasha Senjanovic
Deborah Schlein
Peggy Shepard
Stefanie Siegel
John D. Smith
Myrna Stephens
Edward Sturgis
James Supanick
April Thompson
Wanda Ward
Charmaine Warren
Cynthia Watson
Thomas Wirth
Ron Williams
Trudy Williams
Bradley Winters

As of 12/10/14
For a complete donor list visit www.HarlemStage.org/support
*Harlem Stage Board of Directors

 

Janus Management, Inc.
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Michael Lyons
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Esther Newberg
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Verdun S. Perry 
Kay Unger Pitman
Madeleine and Harvey Plonsker
Marquita Pool-Eckert 
John and Maxine Potts
Joseph Risico
Paul Robb
Michael A. Sennott
Philip and Andrea Schlakman
Randy W. Slifka
Olivia Smashum and Michael Unthank
Victor Syrmis
Sametta Vick

$500-$999
Sam Alfstad
Margaret Tsirantonakis and Hugh Bareiss 
Paula Cooper
The Friars Foundation
John Friedman
Anthony Gentile III
Robert Gladstone
Drs. Steven and Debra Glassman
Mary Hoeveler
Richard and Katherine Kahan
Anthony V. Labozzetta
David Ludwigson
Brian Maas
Christine Marinoni and Cynthia Nixon
Susan Oher 
Neil Foster Phillipa
Jerome L. Stern Family Foundation
Jerome and Ellen Stern
The Studio in a School Assocation
Dana Tyler
Susan Kohner Weitz
Lawrence and Joanna Weschler
Elizabeth E. Willis 

Up to $99
Beverly Abisogun
Darnell Abraham
Rick Azar
Trudi Baldwin
Sylvia Banks
Mary Bassett 
Ellen Baxt
Lea Ann Bell
Jane Berentson
Luis Bernard
Neil Bhargava
Gregory Bigelow


